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In a LETTER to 


Mr. Alexander Garret, 7 _« c....; 
Mr. John Folwell, and | of _ 
Capt. Raphar! Deboiſe, & Veld. 


NE you have challeng'd 
EN Publication of the Rea- 
ſons I lately gave for the 
Obedience I pay to my Supe- 
riors, in keeping, in my Prayer 
= before Sermon, ſtrictly to the 

Form in the 55th Canon contain d, | muſt ac- 
quaint the World, that upon Receipt of 
his Majeſty's Directions from my Right 
Reverend Dioceſan, I alter'd my former 
Method of Praying, and conform'd myſelf 
ſtrictiy to what is preſcrib'd by the ag: 
B This 


SF 
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This has ignorantly and wickedly been made 
uſe of as an Handle to revile me, as if I 
refuſe praying for his Majeſty, &c. Be- 
cauſe, in reading Fig Canon to us, (ſay ſuch 
Cavillers) inſtead of _ yourſelf, you 
only, tell us that we ſhall do [4 Before this 
Injunction, the whole Congregation will 
bear me Witneſs, that I always pray'd for 
the King and Royal Family, according to 
the Directions and Alterations of Autho— 
rity: And if my keeping ſcrictly now to the 
Canonical Form, purſuant to the Direction 
of the ſame Authority, be not a Prayer, as 
you object, yet is it nevertheleſs agreeable 
to the Obedience I owe my Superiors, and 
the Uſage and Practice of the Church, as 
will appear from this following Account. 
2 .. In King Hemy VIPs Time, (even in the 
u Times of Popery) there was a publick 
2. p. 30. Form of Bidding the Beads (as it was then 

commonly call'd) * which I here give you 

literatim, as we have it in Harmar, Pag.166 : 


' » 


The Bedes, or the Ancient Form f 
| Bidding P rayer. . We, | 


„a 
Collier VE ſhulle ſtonde up and bydde 5, 
Corection I + Bedys in the Worſhepe of oure 
Page 6. Lord Jheſu Criſt, and his Moder Seynte 
Vol. 2. Marye, and of all the holy Companye of 


© Hevenne. Ye ſhulle alſo bydde for the 
= NB. Bidding of Beads, and Pater Nofter's were 


in thoſe Days Relatives expre ling the ſame thing. 
Stat 


| . | 

Stat of holy MES, for the Pope of 
© Rome, and of his Cardinalis; for the Pa- 
© triarch of Jeruſalem, fox the holy Lond, 
© and for the holy Croys, that Iheſu Criſt. 
£ ſend it out of Hedne Mennys hond, into 
© Criſtin Mennys hond. And ye ſhulle, 
© bydde. for the Erchebiſchop of Canter- 
© burie, for the Biſcop of Worceſtrie our 
© Goſtlie'Fader, and all odir Biſcopis; ye 
« ſhall: bydde for Abbotes, tor Priouris, 
© for Monkis, for Chanounis, for Frieris, 
for Aneris, for Heremytis; and for alle 
_ © the Religiouns. © Ye ſhall bydde for alle 
© the Preſtis, and Cleerkis' that, heerine 
* ſeurit and haugty ſervit. Ye ſhall bydde. 
for the Pees of the Lande, that Jheſu. 
© Chriſt hold it that it is, and ſendy that 
© it nys. Ye ſhall bidde for the King of 
© Enplayd, for the Queene, and for alle 
© her Childryne ; for Prince, for Dukis, 
© for Yerles, for Barounis, and for the 
© Knytis: of this Lond, and for alle her 
good Connſale, and her trewe Servauntis. 
© Ye ſhulle bidde for hem, that the Stat of 
* holy Churche, and of this Lond be well 
* meintein'd.”* Ye ſhall bidde for the We- 
_ © derynge, and for the Cornis, and for 
© the Fruitys, that beet aſt on Herde 
and e eee for alle the 
trewe Erth tyliaris, that God ſende ſwie 
Wedering fro Hevene to Erthe, that it 
© be hym to convenynge and Mankend 
Sto helpe of Lif an Savicion of howre 
B 2 © Sawls. 
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* Sawls, V * bydde for - the Per- 
* ſawn of this Churche, and for all his 
© Pariſchons that ben heere, other elles 
war, in Londe, othere in Watre : That 
© our Lord Jheſu Criſt ham ſhilde and 
* warde from alle Myſowneris, and graunt 
© hem part of alle the Bedys and good 
© Deedis that ben deed in holy Churche. 
ve ſhall bydde for hem, that in gwode 
way beet iwent, odir wendyt, odir 
© thenkit, to wen the heere Sennys ta 
bote; that oure Lord Iheſu Criſt wood 
warde and ſhilde from alle Myſauntrys, 
and gronte han ſo goon and comen that 
© It be him to worſhipe, and ham in Re- 
_ © miſſioun, of heere Sennys, for ham and 
f me obs and alle . Folke. Fave 

* noſter, Deus miſereatur noſtri, rie eleiſon, 
* &c. Alſo . — bydde for the gwode 
Nan and the empde Wyf, that the Cha- 
« ritie hider brocke to day, and for ham 
© that it firſt yoondryn and longeſt holden. 
* Ye ſhull bidde for ham, that this Churche 
* honoure with Booke, with Belle, with 
* Veſtiment, with Twaile, odir with 
Light, odir with eny odir Ournement 
* to Roof odir to Grounde, with Londe, 
+ odir with Rente. Ye ſhall bid for all 
© thilke that bet in good Iyve, that God 
* the Reinne ham hold longe, and for 
< thilke that bet in evele lyve, other in 
* dedlick Sinne ybounde, that oure Lord 
< Jheſu Chriſt hem out brenge, and gir 


63 


ven ham Forgeveneſs of har Sennes. 
© Ye ſhall bid for thilke that to God and 


_ © to holi Chirche trewliche tethegeuren, 


that God tham wite and warde from all 
- © Miſaintree, and for all thilke that evyl 
© tethegeuren, that God ham geve Grace 
© of Amendment, that him ne falle naght 
in the grete Sentence. Ye ſhall bydde 
+ for alle the Seeke of this Pariſche, that 

© oure Lord hem gyve five Heele and 
© Helpe of Bodi and of Sowle for ham, 
© and for us, and for alle Criſten Men and 
s Wymmen for Charite, Pater Nefter, &c. 
* Ye ſhulle knelen adown, and bydde for 
© Faders Sawle, for Moders Sawle, for 
* Godfaders Sawle, for Godmoders Sawle, 
for Godchildrens Sawles, and for all the 
© Sawles of our Bredryn, and Sooſters 
Sawles, and for all the Sawles,that we bet 
© in dette for to bid therefqre, and for 
alle the Sawlys that beet in Purgatoree; 
* that God ham brenge the radyr out of 
© har peynys thorg the byſeching of our 
+ Bone. Ye ſhulle bydde for alle the 
* Sawlys hwos Bonys reſtyn in this Place; 
for alle Sawlys hwos Mendeday beet 
& _—_ in this Churche 1 ein Few 
by the yere. De Profunass, rie eleiſon, 
Pater Noſter, &c. Amen. 9 
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In P. 171, and 172, f Hammond 

--- FEftrange's Alliance of Divine Of- 

* n have this Form that fol- 
loms. 80 


AFTER; a laudable Cuſtom of our 
24 Mother Holy Church, ye ſhall 
© kneel down, moving your Hearts unto 
« Almighty God, and making your ſpecial 
Prayers for the three Eſtates, concernin 
© all Chriſtian People, #.-e. for the Spiri- 
© tualty,” the Temporalty, and the Souls 
“ being in the Pgins in Purgatory. Firſt 
for our Holy Father the Pope, with all 
© his Cardinals; for all Archbiſhops, and 
© Biſhops, and in ſpecial, ' for my Lord 
© Atchbiſhop. of Canterbury, your Metropo- 
© litan, and alſo for my Lord Biſhop of 
© this Dioceſe; and, in general, for all 
© Parſons, Vicars, and Pariſh” Prieſts ha- 
© vying Cure of Souls, with the Miniſters of 
© Chriſt's Church, as well Religious as not 
Religious. Secondly,” ye ſhall pray for 
+ the Unity and Peace of all Chriſtian 
Realms, and eſpecially for the noble 
Realm of England, for our Sovereign 
Lord the King, &c. and for all the Lords 
© of the Council, and all other of the No- 
* bility, which dwell in the Countries, ha- 
* ving Protection and Governance of the 
© fame, That Almighty God may ſend 


them 
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© Place; that almighty God may give them 
© Grace to go ſafe, and to come ſafe, and 


c 
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them Grace, ſo to govern and rule the 
Land, that it may be pleaſing nato' Al- 
mighty God, Wealth and Profit, to the 
Land, and Salvation to their Souls. Alſo 
you ſhall pray for all thoſe that have ho- 
noured the Church with Light, Lamp, 
Veſtment, or Bell, or with any other 
Ornaments, by which the Service of Al- 
mighty God is the better maintaja'd and 
kept. Furthermore, ye ſhall pray for. 
all true Travellers and Tillers of the 
Earth, that truly and duly do their Du- 
ty to God and Holy Church, as they are 
bound to do. Alſo you fhall pray for all. 
Manner of Fruits that be done upon the 


| Ground, or ſhall be, that Almighty God, 


of his great Pity and Mercy, may ſend 
ſich Wedderings, that they come to the. 
Suſtenance of Man, Ve ſhall pray alſo 
for all thoſe that be in Debt or deadly 
Sin, that Almighty God may give them 
Grace to come out thereof, and the ſoo- 
ner by our Prayer. Alſo ye ſhall pray 
for all thoſe that be lick or diſeaſed, either 
in Body or in Soul, that the Almighty 
would ſend them the Thing that is moit 
profitable as well bodily as ghoſtly. Al- 
ſo ye ſhall pray for all Pilgrims and Pal- 
mers, that have taken the Way to Rome, 
to S. James of Jeruſalem, or to any other 


give us Grace to have Part of their Pray- 
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Lt Ke of ours: Alſo ye ſhall. 
op Fit the Hol 3 that is in Poſ- 
fſeſſian and Hands of onrightful People, 
that God Atrighty may ſend it into the 
© Hands of Chriſtiana People, when it 
„ pleafeth him. Furthermore, I commit 
unte your devout, Prayers, all Women 
2 © That be in our Lady's Bonds; that Al- 
8 ty God may ſend them Grace, the 
© Child to receive the Sacrament of Bap; 
©rifm, and the Mothers Purification. Al- 
ps ye ſhall pray for the good Man and 
© Woman, that this Day giveth Bread to 
© make the Holy Loaf, and for all thoſe 
© that firſt began it, and them that longeſt 
© contiane, For theſe, and for all Chri- 
© ſtian People, every Man and Woman 
n 9 a Pater noſter and an Aue, &c. 


At this Time the Way was firſt for the 
Preacher to name and open his Text, and 
then to call on the People to go to their 

Prayers, and. to tell them what to pray 
for; after which (if you believe this Au- 
thor, for 1 find what follows, no where 
elſe) all the People faid their Prayers in 
a general Silence, 77 the Miaiſter knee- 
led down likewiſe, and ſaid his. 

But be this as it WIll, the Form of Bid- 
ding Prayer, in King Hewy VIll's Time, 
was renewed. All the Change that he 
made in it was, that the Popes and Car- 
dinal's Names being left out, He was 
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(99 
mentioned with the Addition of his 
Title of Supreme Head, that the People, 
hearing that often repeated by their 
Prieſts, might be better perſuaded about 
it. But tho? this King corrected ſo much 
as ſerv'd his own Turn, yet all the Pope- 
ry of this Form he did not reform, but 


left the Prayer of the Dead remaig- 


ing. Vid. Hammond L' Eſtrange ef the 


Alliance of Divine Offices, Page 172. 


And when the Reformation farther 
ad vanc'd, Ann. 1545, in the Reign of 
Ed. VI. the Privy Council, projecting 
the better carrying it on, ſent, Com- 
miſſioners (conſiſting of a Mixture of 
Laity and: Clergy). idto ull Parts of. the 
Kingdom, by Way. of Viſitation, who 
were impower'd to inſpect every Part 
of the Laity s, ' Biſhop's, and Clergy's 
Funftions : Thele Viſitors had fix Cir- 


cuits aſlipn'd: them, every Diviſion of 


which had a: Preacher allotted, whoſe 
Buſineſs it was, to bring the People off 


from - Superſtition , to diſſuade, them 
from praying to Saints, and from pray- 
ing in an unknown Tongue, Cc. And 
to make the Impreſſion of their Doctrine 


more laſting, they were obliged to 


lodge ſome Homilies, lately compos'd 


by the Archbiſhop, with the Miniſters 


of every Pariſh, . as alſo the King's In- 


junctions, publiſh'd upon that Occaſion 3 
: | GC one 
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one of which oblig'd: them, every Ho- 
liday, when there was no Sermon, 

to read in the Pulpit, the Lord's Prayer, 
the” Creed, and the Ten Command- 
ments'; and that no Perſons whatever, 
whether they underſtood. Latin or not, 
ſhould make uſe of any other Primer 
to pray with, than that which was ſet 
forth by the King. There was alſo 
a Form of Bidding Prayer, preſcrib'd by 
the Vilitors, to be us'd by all — 
either before or in their Sermons, as to 
them ſeemed beſt. Which Form of 
Bidding 1 was entituled, 


The Form f Adr the Common 
2 | © Projer. | 


And was verbatim this. 


- Ya ſhall pray for the e con- 
regation of Chriſt's Church, 

© and: i Peclaly for this Church of Eng- 
© land” 124 Ireland; Wherein firſt, 7 
© commend to your ue vont Prayers, the 
pr * King's moſt Excellent Majeſty, Su- 
< preme Head, immetliately under God, 

© of the Spirituality and Temporality 
© of the ſame Church; and for Queen 
© Catherine Dbwager, and alſo for my 
Lady Mary, ad Lady Elix abeth, the 
r King's 
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King's Siſters. Secondly, you ſhall 
© pray for my Lord ProteQor*s Grace, 
c with all the reſt of the King's Ma- 
© jeſty his Council; for all the Lords of 
© his Realm, and for the Clergy, and 
the Commons of the fame, beſeech- 
ing God Almighty to give every of 
© them, in his Degree, Grace to uſe 
© themſelves in ſuch wiſe, as may be 
© to God's Glory, the King's Honour, 
and the Weal of this Realm. 9 

* Thirdly , you © ſhall pray for al} 
© them that. be departed out. of this 
© World in the Faith of Chriſt, that 
© they with us, and we with them, 
* at the Day of judgment, may reſt, 
© both Body and Soul, with Abraham, 
© Iſaac, and Jacob, in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 


The Neceſſity of Miniſters nat varying Vid Hey- 
from their Set Forms, even Calvin him- lin's Hiſt, 
ſelf declares in his Epiſtle to the Duke Keform. 
of Somerſet, Lord Protector of England, b. 37. 


in King Edward VI's Minority: As 
touching the Form of Prayers and Ce- 
remonies of the Church, I approve very 
much that it be Set, and thar it be not 
lawful for the Miniſters to recede from 
it in their Function; as well to help the 
Simplicity and Unskilfulneſs of ſome, 
as that the Uniformity of all the ſeveral 

C2 Con- 


(129 
Congregations may better appear; and 
finally, that the Deſultory, and Capri- 
cious Lightneſs of ſuch as affect Novel- 
ties, may be encounter'd and ſtopp'd. 
Quod ad formam precum & rituum Ec- 
cleſiaſticorum, valde probo ut certa illa 
exſtet, a qua paſtoribus diſcedere in fun- 
ctione ſua non liceat, tam ut conſulatur 
quorundam ſimplicitati & imperitie, quam 
ut certius ita conſtet omnium inter ſe Ec- 
cleſiarum conſenſus ;, i poſtremo etiam ut 
ohm datur deſultoriæ quorundam le vi- 
tati, qui novationes qua/dam Affe ctant, Cal. 
Ep. ad Protect. Angl. 

In Anno 1559, Queen Elizabeth, in 
order to complete the Reformation, 
ſet forth a Body of Injunctions, in 
which there is a Form, for Bidding 
Prayer in the Congregation, which 
varieth for the better from both the 
former, Praying for being changed into 


Prai ſing God for the Dead; and was en- 
tituled, N 


vid. Spar- The Form of Bidding the Prayers, to 


row'sCol- be us'd generally in this Uniform 
c. f. 4% 


In King James I's Time we have 
what is now in Force, which is almoſt 
literally the ſame with Queen Elixabeth's. 
The Canon bears this Title. i 

e 


(13) 
The Form of 4 Prayer to be ud by 


all Preachers before their Sermons, 


The Deſign of the Church (it's plain) 
in every Inſtance, was to preſcribe a 
Form of Bidding Prayer, wherein the 
Miniſter was to require and dire& the 
People to pray, and not to make a Prayer 
himſelf. 

In the firſt it's ſaid expreſly, the Mi- 
niſter ſhall ſay to the People, Te ſhall kneel 
on your Knees, and make your Prayers to 
Almighty God. In the next Reign there 
was no Alteration in this Part of the 
Form. In the ſucceeding One it was 
ſtill us'd as a Form of bidding the Prayer, 
and was ſo call'd: Nay! Preachers 
were at liberty to ule it any Part 
of their Sermons they thought proper : 


But it was ſtill in this Phraſe, Ye ſhall 
' pray, and I commend to your devout Prayers. 


And the Truth is, there was an abſo- 
late Neceſſity it ſhould be ſo; for the 
People ia Times of Popery being re- 
quired to join in Prayers they kaew 
nothing of, and the Reformation being 
ſo far advanc'd, that Praying in an un- 
known Tongue was univerſally declar'd 
againſt, they were ſo ignorant, as not 
to know how or for whom to pray 3 

ar 


(14) 
for which Reaſon this Form of Bidding 
Prayer was of univerſal Benefit: Where- 
fore, it was again appointed: (that the 
People might learn and know how to 
pray) in Queen Elizabeth's Time, and is 
not only call'd a Form of Bidding the 
Prayers (as all along before) but it is alſo 
appointed to be us'd generally ia that 
Uniform Sort. And in King James's, 
it's order'd as a ſtanding Form, to be 
us'd by all Preachers. And tho? it's ſaid 
in the Canon, The Miniſters ſhall move 
the People to join with them in Prayer in 


this Form, or to this Effect; and in his 


Majeſty's Directions ro the full Effect 
thereof: Yet this can't watrant the 
Clergy's turning this, which was always 
us'd and intended as an Exhortation to 
Prayer (as I have ſhewn) into an actual 
Prayer of his own. If we are to keep 
ſtrictly to the Form in the Canon, or to the 
ful] Eſſect thereof, (as we are enjoin'd) 
we muſt keep up to a Bidding,” or Au- 
thoritative requiring the People to pray, 
and not turn it into a Petitional Ap- 
plication of ourſelves to God. This, 
inſtead of anſwering the' Ead and De- 
ſign of the Canon, or the Form of it, is 
to turn it to a quite different Purpoſe 
than it was ever us'd or intended; and 
conſequently, our ſo doing is incon- 
ſiſtent with our Oath of Canonical Obe- 

dience, 
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dience; wow me are peremptorily required 
to keep ſtriftly to the Form of that Canon, 
or the full Effect thereof. But beſides this, 
is not he (I pray) more agreeable to the 
Canon, and his Majeſty's Injunctions, 
who keeps ſtrictly to the Form in the Canon 


contain d, than be who uſes a Form (as 


he thinks to that Effect) and which o- 
thers may have a contrary Notion of ? 
The Uſe of the Form itſelf is (I am 
ſure) the fafeſt Way to prevent Miſre- 
preſentation; and in theſe perilous 
Times a Man can't be too cautious. But 
to return to the Argument in hand, 
that the Canon itſelf is intended as 4 
Form for Miniſters. not to recede from, is 
farther evident from the very Words 


themſelves, as well as their original 


Uſe and Intent. It is not faid in the 
Title of the Canon, it is a Form for the 
Miniſter's Direction, but a Form that all 


Preachers ſhall uſe before their Sermons. 


It begins with the very ſame Words 
with all the Forms that were ever en- 
join'd for this Purpoſe, directing the 
Preacher to fay to the People, Ye ſhal 
pray; and ſoon after, he is order'd to 
lay, I require you. moſt eſpecially, I who 
am the Miniſter (inſtead of praying 


myſelf) require you moſt eſpecially to pray, 


&c. 'And then again 4n the Cloſe he 
exhorts, Let us praiſe God, and pray unto 


Cod; 


B+.» 

* _Ged; Us, both Miniſter and * 1 So 
full and expreſs is the Canon itſelf in the 
Point. But to put the Matter yet far- 
ther out of all Diſpute, take the Pious, 
the Learned, and Zealons Churchman, the 
great Biſhop Spar: ow's own Words upon 
this Subject, as you have them Page 220. 
of his Rationale on the Common Prayer. 


© Before the Sermon, no Prayer is ap- 
pointed but the Lord's Prayer, the 
Petitions being firſt conſign'd upon the 
People by the Preacher, or Miniſter, 
who is appointed to Bid the Prayers; 
that is, to tell the People beforehand 
what they are at that time eſpecially to pray 
for in the Lord's Prayer : Which in the 
© 55th Canon of the Conſtit. is call'd 
moving the People to join with the Preacher | 
© in praying the Lord's Prayer. Then adds 
6 he; Page 221, The Church of England 
© preſcribes the Preacher before his Ser- 
* mon only the ſhort Prayer of our 
Lord: And, indeed, what need any 
© more? for whatſoever we can deſire, is 
© abundantly pry for before in the 
* Liturgy, and needs not be pray'd over 
© again immediately; and therefore, 
© there being no need of any ſuch a ſo- 
© lemn Prayer, the Church has ap- 
© pointed none but only the Lord's 
09,09 en Keie 
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prayer; and no other being appo 
ted, no other ſhould be us Aab 
* «ly, but, thoſe that are 

C Jeſt thro? Ignorance, or- relefheſs, 
< any thing contrary to the Faith ſhould 
© be; uttered; before God. Ho neceſ- 
c fry. ſuch Reſtraint -of private. Mens 
Prayers in publick is, and how. good 
© that Reaſon is for ſuch Reſtraint, a 
little Experience of licentious Times 
will abundantly, ſhow. The, Pulpit: is 
© no Security from Errors; Men may as 
* well ſpeak, Blaſphemy, or Vanity, be- 
fore the Sermon, as in it: Is it not 
© Reaſon then, that the Church ſhould 
© take Care what ſhe can to prevent this 
c Danger, hy reſtraining that Liberty 


ppoin f-: 


| © which is ſo. likely. to, run q Ep into Je 


Suppoſe ſome Preachers 99 0 15 
645 careful as not Foy — au Thing ug 
ſavory; yet the Church cannot bete 
{curd of ally and therefore muſt not 
© allow a general Liberty"! VW ; 
It's the:bigheſt Prudence then in the 
Church t9 appoint this. Bidding Prayer 
as ©. 2 Standing. Form which Miniſters 
d ſhould not recede from; as well to hel 
+ the Simplicity and Unsxkilfalneſs of 
+ ſome, as that che; Uniformity of all the 


' ©. Congregations, may. better appear, and 
87 


c that the Deſultory and Capricious 
5 Lightneſs of ſuch. as affect Novelties 


may be encounter'd and ſtopp'd. 
D 50 


0 
Fos ſubſtantial are the Reaſons why 
this Canon is not intended as a Direction 
for the Miniſter to pray, but only as a 
Form of Exhortation requiring the Peo- 
ple to do it. This Form of Bidding 
prayer (adds he farther) is very anci- 
© ent; we may ſee the like in St. Chry- 
* ſoſtome, and other Liturgies, which they 
© call'd Tegogaornous Allocutions, in which 
© the Deacon ſpeaks to the People from 
© Point to Point, directing them what 
g „% 00* Non.” 
Having given ſo full an Account of 
this Matter, it may perhaps be farther 
enquired, how the Clergy came ſo uni- 
verſally to depart from this PraQtice ? 
To which J anſwer, That as the Peo- 
ple (who in Times of -Popery knew not 
what they pray'd for) came, by the Uſe 
of the Liturgy, and this Bidding Prayer 
to be fully inſtructed, and know how an 
for whom to pray; ſo another Evil crept 
into the Church, which was by the 


Schiſmatical Puritans, who decry'd all Ser 


Forms of Prayer as a Stinting the Spirit, 
and applauded exrempore Prayers as a 
Praying by the Spirit; inſomuch that 
they revil'd the Church of England 
Clergy, who were- tied and bound to 
their own Form, as a Setr of Ungifted 
Brethren, and rejected their Sermons, 
becauſe they could not have an exrempore 
8 | Prayer 
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Prayer before them. So that, inſtead of 
not knowing how or for whom to pray, 
they run into a contrary Error, and de- 
cry'd all who mould not pray extempore. 
For this Reaſan, the Clergy. (without 
any Publick Authority) comply'd to turn 
their Bidding Prayer into a Petitional 
one of their own Compoſure, hoping 
thereby to gain upon the  Fapaticks. 
And whatever Services this may be 
thought to have done in its Time, yet 
was it all Connivance ia the Biſhop to 
permit; the Rule, the Canon is other- 
wiſe: So long as the Biſhop did not o- 
blige us te keep: ſtrctiy to the Form pre- 
ſcrib'd, or the full Effect theręof, we went 
on, and ſnhould have done ſo ſtill; but 
naw his Lordſhip, by a Royal lajunction, 
enforces the ſtrit Obſervation of the 
Canon our Qaths oblige us to obey. 
There are other Canons, which the 
Circumſtances of Time have made uſe- 
leſs; * as the wearing Gowns with 
* Staadiag Collars, Night Caps of black 
© Silk, Satten, or Velvet, with Hoods 
© and Square Caps, Car. 74.” Theſe, 
&c. the Faſhions. of the Times prevail 
upon our Biſhop not to enjoin upon us: 
But if he ſhall pleaſe to revive the Ob- 
ſervance of them, we muſt conform our- 
ſelves to them, let the Habit be never 
ſo old, or out of uſe: So in the Caſe in 
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hand, tho*- an Obedience to this 55th 
Canon has not in the late Times been 
ſtrictiy exacted of us, (which occaſioned 
the Clergy's Diſuſe of it) yet vom, 
( none of the Diſſenting "Preachers and 
Teachers in the Kingdom ave under any Obli- 
en to' recognize bis Majeſty's Tules, or 


ta direlt their People ſo to do) ſince our 


Saperiors think fit to enjoin it upon us 
who are of the Church of England Cler- 
gy; no true Son of the Church, or 
Loyal Subject, can take Offence at our 
Obedience to the Commands of Bot. 
And now, Sirs, ſince what has been 
ſaid will, I believe, in the judgment of 
the World, apptar to be à full Convi- 
ction, that your Cavilling at my keeping 
ſtrictly to the Form in the Canon ron- 
tain d is ridiculous, give me Leave from 
this Detection of your Jehorince, and 
groundleſs Reflections, by way of Advice, 
to perſuade you to a future Caution; 
how you preſume to cenſute, ot jud 
in Matters above your Cognizance. 
In this Caſe, yon ſee, ybu thought 
yourſelves vier lan your King, Biſhop, 
and Teacher, without* any undation 
in Reaſon, or Knowledge of the Thing 
itſelf, to build your Poſitiveneſs upon: 
Bleſſed be God, the church land Cler 
are notas yet under the Direction of Lay- 
Elaers;, we have no Geneva Su 8 
* * dents 
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dents from Shops and Warehouſes: And 
therefore, if thro? profound Ignorance, or 
Prejudice, you ſhall hereafter, take Of- 
fence at any thing that comes from the 
Pulpit while I ſupply it, 4 direct your 
Application to our Right Reyerend Dio- 
ceſan (whom God long preſerve over 
us) to whom only the 51ſt Canon has 
made me reſponſchle. Tho? you may be 
vers'd in Myſteries of Trade, and 
know. bow, in Buying and Selling, to 
drive a hard Bargain; yet it's the ab- 
ſurdeſt Preſumption, from... thence to 
pretend to judge of Doctrine, Books, 

Canons, and Church. Affairs. 
private Chriſtians ſhould be modeſt 
and humble; and from a mean Opinion 
of themſelves, and their own Appre-" 
henſions, bear a due Regard and Defe- 
rence to the judgments of others (eſpe- 
cially thoſe , whom God has ſet over 
them.) When People give way ta Pride 
and Self-conceit, and abound in towring 
Thoughts of their o.]n Excellencies, 
Wiſdom and Worth; this. 7 
l 


makes them Inſolent, that they deſpiſe a 


about them, look upon their, Equals as 
their Inſeriors, and their Superiors in 
want of » Inftruftion and Hirectian from 
them: Will allow none to have ſo much 
Wiſdom and Underſtanding ,as them- 
ſelves; ; and are therefore ſo lelf-c Aae, 
Na ce 
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nated, that they will teach all, but learn 
nothing : Inſomuch that there is no hopes 
of doing any manner of Good upon ſuch 
as are puffed up with an over-weening 
Eſteem of their own ' Abilities. As So- 
lomon obſerves, Prov. Xii. 26: Seeſt thou a 
Man piſe in his own Conceit ? there is more 
Hope of 4 Fool than of him. The Royal 
Pſalmiſt profeſſing his own Humility, 
appeals thus unto God, P/al: cxxxi. 1, 2. 
Lord, my Heart 1s not haughty, nor mine 
Eyes lofty; neither do I exerciſe myſelf in 
great Matters, or in Things too high for me 
Surely I have behaved and quieted myſelf as 
a Child that is weaned of his Mother, It's 
one of the genuine Effets of Chriſtian 
Charity, that it vaunteth not itſelf, is not 
puffed up, 1 Cor. xiii. 5. It reſtrains the 
Souls of all, where it truly prevails, 
from being haughty or iuſolent, and 
wiſe in their own Conceits : It diſpoſes them 
ro be humble, meek, lowly, and con- 
deſcending: Inſtead of an obſtinate per- 
fiſting in their own Notions, and aſſum- 


ing an Air of dictating and judg ing for all 


about them; it modeſtly complies, is 


deſirous of Inſtruction, and readily re- 


eeives it from the meaneſt Preacher. 
Without this humble Soul, ſuch a 
teachable and tractable Diſpoſition, the 


beſt Inſtructions will be loſt upon us. 
Remember that God refiſts the Proud, but 


| give: 


0239 


gives Grace to the Humble. Let me there- 


fore, in the Name of God, and by the 
Mercies of Jeſus Chriſt, prevail upon 
you to let theſe Truths fink deep into 
your Hearts, and make a laſting Impreſ- 
ſion upon your Minds, that laying aſide 
all Prejudice, Hatred and Malice, Pride 
and Self-conceit, and having Souls filPd 
with univerſal Charity, and the pro- 
foundeſt Humility, you may come to the 
publick Aſſemblies as Chriſtians ought 


to do, that your Underſtandings and 


Hearts may be open'd to receive and em- 
brace the Truth in the Love of it. 
Which is the hearty Prayer of, 


Your Humble Servant, 


Samuel Hilliard. 
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